
 

              
 

 

                    Brussels, 31 January 2019 

Dear Mr. Secretary-General Guterres,                   

 

 

We, Members of the European Parliament, are writing to urge you to take long overdue steps to 

ensure that the victims of widespread lead poisoning at UN-run camps in Kosovo receive individual 

compensation, adequate health care and educational support. 

  

The UN’s role in the violation of their rights has been clearly documented by the Human Rights 

Advisory Panel (HRAP), as well as by international and local human rights groups. The affected 

Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian communities in Kosovo are struggling to care for sick family members 

who were exposed to toxic lead for more than a decade. Many of those affected, including children, 

are experiencing myriad health problems and need financial and social support for medicine or 

healthy food for their children. 

  

So far, the UN response has been inadequate. In 2017, you established a voluntary UN Trust Fund – 

falling short of offering individual compensation and specifically targeting those affected by lead 

poisoning – but as mentioned in a letter to the UN Special Rapporteur on toxics and human rights 

dated December 24, 2018, no states have contributed to it. On 29 November 2018 the European 

Parliament adopted a resolution on the 2018 Commission Report on Kosovo, calling on the UN “to 

swiftly deliver the necessary support to the victims of lead poisoning in some refugee camps set up 

in Kosovo”.  

  

We believe it is essential that the UN mitigate the impacts of lead poisoning on the affected Roma, 

Ashkali and Egyptian communities in northern Kosovo, ensuring full, effective and transparent 

remedy, including individual compensation for victims, pursuant to established human rights 

standards. 

 

We would appreciate receiving a response at your earliest convenience. 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Kati Piri (S&D, Netherlands) 

Soraya Post (S&D, Sweden) 

 

Maria Arena (S&D, Belgium) 

Brando Benifei (S&D, Italy) 

Malin Björk (GUE/NGL, Sweden) 

Nessa Childers (S&D, Ireland) 

Ole Christensen (S&D, Denmark)  

Kostas Chrysogonos (GUE/NGL, Greece) 

Pál Csáky (EPP, Slovenia) 

Michael Detjen (S&D, Germany) 

Bas Eickhout (Greens/EFA, Netherlands) 

Cornelia Ernst (GUE/NGL, Germany) 

Tanja Fajon (S&D, Slovenia) 

José Inácio Faria (EPP, Portugal) 



 

 

Knut Fleckenstein (S&D, Germany) 

Romeo Franz (Greens/EFA, Germany) 

Eugen Freund (S&D, Austria) 

Ana Gomes (S&D, Portugal) 

Karoline Graswander-Hainz (S&D, Austria) 

Theresa Griffin (S&D, United Kingdom) 

Rebecca Harms (Greens/EFA, Germany) 

Lívia Járóka (EPP, Hungary) 

Benedek Jávor (Greens/EFA, Hungary) 

Agnes Jongerius (S&D, Netherlands) 

Wajid Khan (S&D, United Kingdom) 

Jude Kirton-Darling (S&D, United Kingdom) 

Stelios Kouloglou (GUE/NGL, Greece) 

Eduard Kukan (EPP, Slovakia) 

Kostadinka Kuneva (GUE/NGL, Greece)  

Merja Kyllönen (GUE/NGL, Finland) 

Barbara Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, Germany) 

Juan Fernando López Aguilar (S&D, Spain) 

David Martin (S&D, United Kingdom)  

Matthijs van Miltenburg (ALDE, Netherlands)  

Norbert Neuser (S&D, Germany) 

Dimitrios Papadimoulis (GUE/NGL, Greece) 

Georgi Pirinski (S&D, Bulgaria) 

Jozo Radoš (ALDE, Croatia) 

Michel Reimon (Greens/EFA, Austria) 

Michèle Rivasi (Greens/EFA, France) 

Judith Sargentini (Greens/EFA, Netherlands)   

Marietje Schaake (ALDE, Netherlands) 

Jasenko Selimovic (ALDE, Sweden) 

Igor Šoltes (Greens/EFA, Slovenia) 

Barbara Spinelli (GUE/NGL, Italy) 

Paul Tang (S&D, Netherlands) 

Ivo Vajgl (ALDE, Slovenia) 

Elena Valenciano (S&D, Spain) 

Bodil Valero (Greens/EFA, Sweden)        

Monika Vana (Greens/EFA, Austria) 

Marie-Christine Vergiat (GUE/NGL, France) 

Daniele Viotti (S&D, Italy) 

Thomas Waitz (Greens/EFA, Austria) 

Julie Ward (S&D, United Kingdom) 

Josef Weidenholzer (S&D, Austria) 

 


