Dear President of the European Council, Mr Charles Michel,
Dear Federal Minister of the Interior of Germany, Mr Horst Seehofer,
Dear Federal Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Mr Hubertus Heil,
Dear Commissioner for Equality, Ms Helena Dalli,
26 August 2020
In the context of the adoption of the new EU Strategic Framework on Roma Equality, Inclusion and Participation
by the European Commission, ERGO Network would like to welcome the initiative of the European
Commission to accelerate and revise the Council Recommendation on Roma and call on the German Presidency
to adopt it without delay during the German Presidency chairmanship of the EPSCO Council.
While we have been supporting, as you know, a binding EU Strategic Framework for Roma equality,
inclusion and participation, we are aware of the lack of political feasibility of such an initiative at this present
times. We reiterate therefore the important role of the German Presidency, and the European Commission in
ensuring that the future EU Roma Framework and national Roma strategies include common minimum standards
and targets combating structural and systemic antigypsyism and discrimination and ensure equality of rights and
access to goods and services, in line with EU law and policies and international human rights commitments
endorsed by all EU Member States. We consider that in line with its priorities on overcoming the consequences
of the coronavirus crisis for the long-term as well as economic and social recovery, should actively promote the
boosting of the Roma inclusion process, across all the EU Member States, by initiating the discussions in the
Council working groups, leading to the adoption of a Council Recommendation on Roma.
With view to the upcoming European Commission Communication on the EU Roma Framework and the
Council Recommendation, we take the opportunity to share with you our contribution for the two policy
processes.
We count on your commitment and tenacity to keep these items high on your agenda and your negotiations with
Member States.
I remain at your disposal, should you have further inquiries.

Gabriela Hrabanova,
Director, ERGO Network

