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Conference Programme
Moderator: Víctor Meseguer, Director, Social Economy Europe
10:00
10:30 – 10:40

Arrival of participants, speakers, and guests in the Zoom Green Room
Welcome Words
Jamen Gabriela Hrabaňová, Director, ERGO Network

10:40 – 11:00

Opening Remarks by the European Parliament
Hon. Sven Giegold MEP (Greens / EFA, Germany), Chair of the European
Parliament Social Economy Intergroup
Hon. Peter Pollák MEP (EPP, Slovakia) – Video Message

11:00 – 11:15

ERGO Network paper: The role of Social Economy in supporting Roma
social and economic inclusion in the Covid-19 pandemic and recovery
Liliya Makaveeva, Director, Integro Association (Bulgaria), ERGO Network
Board member

11:15 – 11:25

Case Study: Ireland
Bridget Kelly and Margaret O’Riada, First Class Insulation and Bounce Back
Recycling - Traveller-led social enterprise

11:25 – 11:35

Case Study: Romania
Khalid Inayeh, Meșteshukar ButiQ – Traditional Roma crafts social enterprise

11:35 – 11:45

Commentary by Social Economy Europe
Víctor Meseguer, Director

11:40 – 12:00

Response from the European Commission
Ann Branch, Head of Unit for Skills and Job Creation, DG Employment, Social
Affairs and Inclusion

12:00 – 12:20

Q & A and Debate with the Audience

12:20 – 12:30

Closing Remarks and Next Steps
Hon. Romeo Franz MEP (Greens / EFA, Germany)

12:30

End of the Online Conference

#RomaSocialEconomy
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On 17 November, ERGO Network held its annual public event, organised this year together with
Social Economy Europe, with the kind hosting of the European Parliament Social Economy
Intergroup. This year, the online conference was dedicated to debating the key role that social
economy can play in delivering on, and ensuring, Roma equality, inclusion, and participation.

Europe is facing an unprecedented social and economic shock, brought about by the devastating
effects of the coronavirus pandemic. Many Europeans have lost their incomes, their homes, their
security, and even their loved ones, but Roma communities throughout the continent have been
particularly hard hit. Because of its explicit objective to contribute to better social and economic
inclusion and improved societal outcomes, particularly for vulnerable groups, social economy can
play a key role in ensuring equal rights and wellbeing for Roma communities in the recovery.
The online conference served as the formal launch of ERGO Network’s position paper “The role
of Social Economy in supporting Roma social and economic inclusion in the Covid-19 pandemic
and recovery”, rooted in an extensive data collection exercise across ERGO Network’s national
membership. The event equally aimed to showcase concrete good practices of Roma- and
Traveller-led social enterprises on the ground, as well as to put forward positive ways to ensure
that the potential of social economy to support Roma inclusion is placed at the heart of recovery
packages and the upcoming Action Plan on Social Economy and Social Innovation, in full
alignment with the recently released EU Roma Strategic Framework.
The event was very well attended with almost 100 participants, and it brought together ERGO
Network and Social Economy Europe national members from the grassroots level, as well as other
national practitioners, European civil society organisations, EU policy-makers from the European
Parliament and the European Commission, and other stakeholders.
Read a summary of the proceedings below or access the full online recording here.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Jamen Gabriela Hrabaňová
Director, European Roma Grassroots Organisations (ERGO) Network
Ms Hrabaňová welcomed participants and thanked Social Economy Europe and the European
Parliament Social Economy Intergroup for the great cooperation, as well as all the speakers, the
distinguished members of the European Parliament, the representative of the European
Commission, and the civil society organisations who accepted to share their experiences. She
reminded the audience that ERGO Network represented (pro-) Roma community organisations
in nearly 30 European countries, working to advance, protect, and promote access to rights and
social inclusion for the 12 million Roma currently living in Europe. She further highlighted that
Europe’s Roma experienced some of the worst social inclusion indicators and were additionally
disproportionately hard hit by the pandemic. Ms Hrabaňová reaffirmed ERGO Network’s belief
that social economy could play a key role in ensuring equal rights and wellbeing for Roma
communities, because of its explicit objective to contribute to better social and economic
inclusion and improved societal outcomes, particularly for vulnerable groups. She wished
participants a fruitful morning of discussion, upon listening to key messages and good practices
from the ground, about how to ensure that the potential of social economy to support Roma
inclusion is placed at the heart of recovery packages and the upcoming Action Plan on Social
Economy, in alignment with the recently released EU Roma Strategic Framework.

Hon. Sven Giegold MEP
Germany, Greens/EFA; Chair European Parliament Social Economy Intergroup
Mr Giegold reminded participants of the European Commission’s commitment to build a social
and solidarity economy in Europe. He equally highlighted the work done by the European
Parliament to recognise the widespread discrimination against Romani people in Europe, and
expressed his gratitude to Romeo Franz MEP, the author of the widely supported European
Parliament report on the subject. Mr Giegold expressed that it was important for the two issues
to come together and for the EU and Member States to develop the full potential of the social
and solidarity economy in order to tackle antigypsyism as a systemic form of racism. He recalled
that the Roma were European citizens and there was a duty to protect their rights. He concluded
by stressing that the Intergroup was looking forward to receiving proposals on what the
upcoming Action Plan on Social Economy could do to ensure better Roma equality and inclusion.

Hon. Peter Pollák MEP
Slovakia, EPP Group
Mr Pollák highlighted the importance of fighting poverty and unemployment in disadvantaged
Roma communities, focusing on their particular plight in light of the current pandemic. He
expressed hope that the new EU Roma Strategic Framework for Equality, Inclusion and
Participation would help tackle these. Mr Pollák stated that social economy represented a key
means to serve public good, contribute to the wellbeing of individuals and communities, and fight
inequalities. However, he cautioned, this potential was contingent on the appropriate legislative
frameworks and funding streams, as well as on meaningful partnerships with Roma communities.
 Watch the full video intervention here.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Liliya Makaveeva
Integro Association (Bulgaria), ERGO Network Board Member
Ms Makaveeva provided an overview of the main findings of ERGO Network’s position
paper “The role of Social Economy in supporting Roma social and economic inclusion in the Covid19 pandemic and recovery”. She illustrated the impact of the pandemic on Roma communities,
who found themselves confined in unsuitable accommodation with poor access to sanitation and
hygiene facilities, unable in many cases to access basic necessities such as food, as well as
replacement income schemes and online education. Additionally, she said, Europe’s Roma were
subjected to scapegoating by general public and the media and even police brutality, on the
backdrop of rising antigypsyism. Ms Makaveeva also put forward ERGO Network’s Key Messages
from the position paper, on the crucial aspects that social economy initiatives should include:
• Legislative framework prioritising social goals over financial gain and promoting
sustainability
• Meaningful partnerships supporting Roma participation and ownership
• The Roma named explicitly as target group for social economy interventions
• Fostering Roma social entrepreneurship through awareness and training
• Access to stable, dedicated, transparent funding
• An economy based on solidarity that works for all, including for Roma
 Access the full PowerPoint presentation here.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Bridget Kelly and Margaret O’Riada, Ireland
Traveller-led social enterprises First Class Insulation and Bounce Back Recycling
Ms Kelly and Ms O’Riada presented First Class Insulation and Bounce Back Recycling, Travellerled social enterprises from Ireland. Both are powered by the Galway Traveller Movement, which
aims to challenge discrimination and racism experienced by the Traveller community, as well as
empower members of the Traveller community to meaningfully participate in in social, economic,
political and cultural life. The activities – providing insulation for homes and recycling mattresses
and furniture – have provided employment for Travellers, strengthened the community,
endowed people with economic self-determination, and challenged racism and discrimination.
 Access the full PowerPoint presentation here.

Khalid Inayeh, Romania
Traditional Roma crafts social enterprise Meșteshukar ButiQ
Mr Inayeh gave a virtual tour of the Meşteshukar ButiQ workshop, a social enterprise dedicated
to preserving and promoting Roma traditional crafts. In addition to producing and selling
beautiful objects made with care, passion, and unique skill, the enterprise plays a significant role
in empowering Roma people and giving them back their dignity and a sense of self-worth. The
commercialisation of traditional household objects, produced with century-old methodologies
passed down through generations, has helped the majority population overcome negative
stereotypes about the Roma, through shining a light on their rich culture, which was little known.
 Access the oral presentation here.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Víctor Meseguer
Director, Social Economy Europe
Mr Meseguer shared his reflections on the inspiring case studies presented from the perspective
of Social Economy Europe, an organization created in 2000 and bringing together a wide variety
of social economy actors, such as social enterprises, cooperatives, associations, mutuals,
foundations, and paritarian institutions. He made the case for a strong social economy sector,
which prioritised social objectives over capital gain and profit, where the latter was only a means
to achieve better social cohesion and inclusion. Mr Meseguer reminded that the sector continued
to employ more and more people, including through Work Integration Social Enterprises (WISEs).
He further highlighted the democratic governance model, with workers-owned social enterprises
contributing to both creating and saving jobs. All these factors rendered social enterprises more
resilient and sustainable, as proven during the previous financial crisis and the current pandemic.
Mr Meseguer pointed out that the social and solidarity economy has provided social and essential
services, healthcare, access to food, financial support and insurance for individuals and industry
during the Covid-19 crisis. He concluded by welcoming the European Commission upcoming
Action Plan for Social Economy and Recovery Plan, which could constitute a great opportunity
for the sector to continue thriving, so that no one is left behind.
 Access the full PowerPoint presentation here.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Ann Branch
Head of Unit for Skills and Job Creation, DG Employment, Social Affairs and
Inclusion, European Commission
Ms Branch began by reminding participants that Commissioner Nicolas Schmit had been tasked
to prepare an Action Plan on Social Economy, due in 2021. It will build on evidence from the
ground, a range of independent studies, and extensive stakeholder consultations. The diversity
of social economy actors and their legal forms, the variety of beneficiaries and target groups, and
the heterogeneity of national landscapes and traditions, will be acknowledged. Ms Branch also
stressed that the green and digital transitions were an important backdrop to the Action Plan,
included the need for the transition to be socially just and fair. Another important element of the
context was the need to recover from the consequences of the Covid-19 crisis, which was
heightening inequalities, including impacting on Roma and Traveller communities. She
highlighted that social enterprises provided innovative solutions and community-based
responses adapted to grassroots needs, whether it was about job creation, improving
employment prospects for communities facing prejudice and discrimination, reskilling and
upskilling, or delivering essential services to the most vulnerable. Ms Branch concluded by
inviting civil society organisations to continue the dialogue and to contribute to ensuring a green,
digital, just, and fair transition.

#RomaSocialEconomy
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Hon. Romeo Franz MEP
Germany, Greens/EFA Group
Mr Franz stressed the urgent need to fight antigypsyism and social exclusion, and for the former
to be recognized as a key deterrent to Roma people leading dignified lives and exercising full
citizenship. While expressing hope for the newly-adopted EU Roma Strategic Framework for
Equality, Inclusion and Participation, he deplored its lack of binding character and contingency
on Member States’ political will to enact real change in the lives of Roma. Mr Franz further
stressed that social economy initiatives could significantly contribute to repairing the social and
economic consequences of the crisis and to achieving social justice for Europe’s Roma. However,
he concluded, a key pre-requisite was for the Roma to be included as equal partners in the
discussions, and for the Action Plan on Social Economy and the Recovery and Resilience Facility
to explicitly refer to, and target, Roma communities.
 Read the full speech here.

This report was drafted by Amana Ferro, Senior Policy Adviser, and Izabela Tiberiade,
Policy Assistant (EVS placement) with the ERGO Network Secretariat in Brussels.
To find out more about this event, or about ERGO Network’s work on social economy
and Roma inclusion, please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us.

#RomaSocialEconomy

