
 

 

 

 

Date: 08/03/2022 

 

 

 

To: United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Palais des Nations 

1211 Genève 

Switzerland 

 

Subject: Call for UN action for Roma from Ukraine 

 

Dear High Commissioner Bachelot, 

 

In the aftermath of the Russian Federation war against Ukraine, Roma civil society 

organisations and partners mobilised in multiple ways in order to coordinate the exchange of 

information on the situation of Roma in Ukraine and provide support for those internally 

displaced or trying to flee the country via the EU borders from the territory of Ukraine and 

to/through the border of the Republic of Moldova. 

  

One of such efforts is a joint letter by civil society organisations and allies was also drafted and 

signed in solidarity with Ukrainians, while also raising awareness on the 400,000 Roma living 

in Ukraine, as well as other minorities such as people of African descent, Asian etc. and the 

need to ensure equal protection and safety as well as access to humanitarian aid to everyone, 

including ethnic, religious, sexual, and racialised minorities such as Roma, women, elderly, 

sick people, differently-abled human beings, children, including those in state care, detainees, 

stateless and those without identity documents.  

  

The letter was signed by more than 400 signatories, while the signature process is still ongoing. 

Please find the joint letter attached, as well as the online link for signatures: 

JOINT STATEMENT “End the war against Ukraine!” – ERGO Network 

  

Over the last week, we have been receiving increasing reports of allegations of discrimination 

against Roma, people of African descent, Asians and Arabs at the borders with Moldova, 

Hungary Poland and the Czech Republic and we are currently working on putting in place 

reporting mechanisms and collection of evidence. They are the ones who face the issue of non-

admission due to their foreign nationality or absence of travel documents. 

  

According to the information we receive from people trying to cross the border,  third state 

nationals or people of colour of Ukrainian nationality, who flee without documents, allegedly 

face refoulement at the border, while Ukrainians of Slavic appearance and without documents 

are generally accepted for entry to the Republic of Moldova and the EU.The lack of documents 

is especially problematic for Roma, many of whom were “de jure” stateless in Ukraine or did 

not have access to documentation due to poverty and other administrative barriers (For more 

info on this, please see the report: “#RomaBelong - Statelessness, Discrimination and 

Marginalisation of Roma in Ukraine”) 

  

Recent media reports on this can be found here. 

  

https://ergonetwork.org/2022/03/joint-statement-end-the-war-against-ukraine/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publication/romabelong-statelessness-discrimination-and-marginalisation-roma-ukraine
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publication/romabelong-statelessness-discrimination-and-marginalisation-roma-ukraine
http://www.errc.org/news/ukrainian-roma-face-segregation-poor-conditions-and---without-documentation---nowhere-to-go?fbclid=IwAR1h2UomeHrFlPbO_uNO_jdt6UKEhBdZecO7AGBdv6IoixsTeukNrrmvm_I;%20https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/3/7/ukraines-roma-refugees-recount-discrimination-on-route-to-safety?fbclid=IwAR3-Og2rS9YSOQaPvE1DmVaKh3ihChIM646G9xLpWDvGWoxiIObhWLxIvyI%20%20;%20http://www.romea.cz/en/news/world/roma-and-other-people-of-color-fleeing-war-in-ukraine-face-discrimination-and-racism-jaroslav-miko-tells-romea-tv-that%20;%20https://www.enar-eu.org/Europe-cannot-abandon-racialised-people-stuck-at-borders-of-Ukrainian-conflict%20%20%20https://www.sydsvenskan.se/2022-03-08/romska-flyktingar-diskrimineras-vi-har-inte-nagot-att-ge-till-zigenare?fbclid=IwAR1pyH_HCwLfciNvqzexGObcuuDgygseAAXAoCboty02mY-ZEXcgCVKyPQs


 

 

We also receive information from the ground that foreigners, especially Roma, face 

discrimination in countries of transit or arrival. When Ukrainians of Slavic origin are welcomed 

by the population of countries they travel through or to, Roma are often denied access to 

transportation, accommodation and other assistance provided by volunteers, therefore, they 

have to rely only on state-supported assistance, which is limited and often is less accessible in 

remote areas.  

  

In view of the joint letter and incoming reports from the ground, we would like to specifically 

ask you: 

  

- to call on UN agencies and implementing partners of humanitarian aid to ensure that 

cash assistance, shelter, food, water and sanitation, medicines and health assistance and 

protection activities reach also Roma and more vulnerable groups and communities with 

a history of discrimination and social marginalisation - in line with the humanitarian 

principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence. 

 

- to engage civil society organisations in ensuring that the in-kind assistance, free 

transportation and accommodation benefit everyone fleeing Ukraine with no 

discrimination. Civil society, including those representing vulnerable groups and 

racialised minorities, have mobilised at the EU and Republic of Moldova borders to help 

such groups who may need additional assistance in communication and beyond. 

 

- to monitor the protection of human rights and incidents of discrimination at the borders 

and support monitoring bodies to prevent and respond timely to allegations of 

discrimination and human rights abuse. 

 

- to play the leading role on human rights issues and emphasise the importance of 

protecting the lives and respecting the human rights of everyone against harm 

perpetrated by the war in Ukraine as well as coordinate action throughout the United 

Nations system to ensure that no one is left behind.  

  

Do not hesitate to contact our office if you require further information and updates on the 

situation of Roma in and out of Ukraine (contact person: Isabela Mihalache, email: 

i.mihalache@ergonetwork.org). We are working closely with Ukrainian Roma partners and 

allies to coordinate support these days for Ukrainian Roma. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Gabriela Hrabanova 

 

Director, ERGO Network 

 

mailto:i.mihalache@ergonetwork.org

